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Mr,  Richard  S.  MacNeish 
University  of  Chicago 
Department  of-  Anthropology 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Dear  MacNeish: 


I  have  just  gotten  a  train  reservation 


to  Chicago  on  Wednesday  the  eighteenth*  I  will 
arrive  on  the  Illinois  Central  about  2:05,  if  the 
train  is  on  time,  and  stop  to  see  Sallie  Tucker 
before  I  come  on  over  to  the  Department  to  see  you* 
It  will  be  at  least  2:30  before  I  can  possibly 
get  there  ahd  probably  nearer  3:00. 


If  you  can  be  around  at  about  that  time 


I  will  see  you  and  we  can  go  over  the  paper  to¬ 
gether.  Then  you  can  send  it  down  or  I  can  bring 
it  down  here  and  go  over  it  in  earnest.  The  train 
I  have  to  come  back  on  leaves  at  5:00  p.m.  so  we 
will  have  to  get  at  it  and  do  things  without  much 
delay.  If  this  is  not  possible,  please  let  me 
know  right  away. 


JCMc:k 


yM  A  A  M 


THE  CERAMIC  REPOSITORY  FOR  THE  EASTERN  UNITED  STATES 


ESTABLISHED  UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  RESEARCH  COUNCIL,  AND 
ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  MUSEUM  OF  ANTHROPOLOGY  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 


UNIVERSITY  MUSEUMS  BUILDING 
ANN  ARBOR,  MICHIGAN 

December  10,  1941 


Mr,  John  Bennett 
Department  of  Anthropology 
University  of  Chicago 
Chicago,  Illinois: 

Dear  John: 


Ideas  fly  thick  and  fast,  ehj  I  meant  my  settling  of  the 
cord  marked  controversy  was  the  presence  of  cord  marked  (C.W.P)  in  all 
or  virtually  all  sites  which  can  be  called  Hopewellian.  Here  I  mean, 
Hopewell  and  not  Adena,  where  it  is  only  slightly  less  true. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  I  made  to  Schoenbeck  of 
Peoria  who  has  been  gathering  pottery  from  the  Clear  Lake  site  and  sending 
it  to  me  to  aid  In  the  classification.  The  Illinois  report  is  now  off 
the  press  and  you  might  enjoy  seeing  that.  Am  Phil.  Soc.  Trans.  Vol. 

32,  No.l.  A  Prehistory  Research  Number  of  mine  also  on  Hopewell  should 
be  distributed  any  day.  That  plus  George’s  should  give  you  an  Idea  of 
the  clear,  and  contemporary  differences  between  Ohio  Hopewell  and  the 
Illinois  Valley  center.  I  do  not  care  to  use  Elemental  as  it  is  a  gross 
misrepresentation  of  what  I  believe  the  cultural  relationship  and  time 
rleationship  actually  is.  Run  over  the  traits  listed  by  Wilford  for 
the  Arvilla  and  Laurel  Foci.  Look  at  Winchell’s  Ab.  of  Minnesota  plates 
on  pottery  and  artifacts,  especially  the  copper.  Remember  Ritchie’s 
groupings  in  New  York  and  the  presence  of  this  copper  and  duplicate 
forms  in  slate,  which  carries  over  into  Red  Paint.  Then  recall  that 
McKern  clearly  demonstrates  that  his  Hopewell  mounds  were  clearly  plaed 
on  a  village  site  which  is  simply  Woodland  plus.  Then  recall  how  this 
same  phenomenon  is  present  throughout  the  Valley,  namely,  the  intertwining 
of  Hopewell  into  already  existing  Woodland  groups  which  had  reached 
local  cultural  specializations  which  we  now  amalgamate  Ihho  Hopewellian. 
George  has  already  put  Into  print  my  strongest  dig  at  the  inclusion  of 
cord-wrapped  stikk  decoration  as  Marksville  Stamped  in  the  Crooks  Site 
report.  If  you  know,  as  I  do,  that  the  same  sherds  have  been  used  in 
illustrations  for  Marksville  9  amped  at  Crooks  and  as  markers  for  Yokena, 
one’s  additional  evidence  for  the  relationship  of  lower  valley  Hopewell 
(middle  Woodland)  Is  perfectly  clear. 

You  can’t  have  Miss,  inspired  until  you  have  Miss.  The  same 
sequence  Is  present  In  west  Tennessee  as  in  southern  Illinois.  What  is 
becoming  increasingly  apparent  is  that  some  portion  of  the  large  mound 
sites  in  the  central  Valley  were  erected  by  groups  who  did  not  maeke 
Middle  Mississippi  pottery- just  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  It  is  cord  marked. 

They  also  had  small  post  trench  houses. 

In  the  Illinois  report  you  will  find  the  majority  of  Illinois 
Hopewellian  sites  of  which  I  have  cognizance.  Is  that  Crooks  Stamp  I 
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see  on  U.  of  C.  Neg.  Ca  111?  Or  is  that  simply  a  stamp  which  occurs  from 
Minnesota  to  the  Atlantic  Coast?  I  think  I  would  call  the  sherd  you 
drew  and  described  Naples  Dentate  Stamped  without  any  hesitation. 

You  can  interpret  anything,  anyway  you  please,  but  others  are 
allowed  comment  on  your  interpretations  as  you  are  on  theirs.  The  man 
who  has  bhe  best  personality,  is  of  course,  right. 

I  wish  to  Christ  people  would  stop  moving  "peoples”  all  over 
the  country  because  they  find  typologically  similar  material  in  differ¬ 
ent  areas.  What  were  the  Indian  trails,  and  the  waterways  for?  I  know 
Deuel  believes  in  this  migration  you  mention,  and  you  might  immediately  suspect 
that  I  don’t.  You  are  right.  That  means  the  question  is  open  for  dis¬ 
cussion.  3ould  I  figure  it  out  in  a  letter  for  you?  You  read  the  Turner 
report  thoroughly  and  the  other  Ohio  Hopewell  reports  thoroughly  and 
then  see  what  ideas  you  have.  I  think  they  will  agree  with  mine. 

Your  modesty  i^\  only  suggesting  a  Focus  for  Nickerson  is  becoming 
I  would  suggest  that  Dr.  Cole  allow  you  to  really  study  the  Davenport 
collection  which  Bailey  is  now  resurrecting.  You  will  find  some  very 
interesing  material  there.  You  should  consider  the  contiguous  areas  of 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Illinois  in  your  "focus".  The  Hopewellian 
material  in  southeastern  Wisconsin  is  even  more  closely  related  to  the 
Illinois  Valley  than  is  the  stuff  you  have  in  mind.  Why  worry  about  the 
taxonomy  until  you  know  what  your  cultural  complex  actually  Is.  Then 
let  the  chips  fly  where  they  may. 

The  time  period  coverdd  in  "Middle  Woodland"  Includes  Hopewell 
from  one  end  of  the  valley  to  the  other,  and  Copena.  Now  that  mehi$s 
Marksville-Troyville  as  one  condensed  period.  Most  of  Swift  Creek. 

Most  of  what  is  called  Wilmington,  and  possbMy  earliest  Savannah.  Late 
Woodland  in  Nebraska,  and  earliest  Upper  Republican  there,  Vine  Valley, 
Laurel,  Arvilla,  Early  V/eeden  Island  which~is  hardly  Weedinnd  pottery, 
but  wathh  the  genetic  or  historical  growth  and  development  I  pull  out 
of  the  bag.  There  is  only  going  to  be  one  root,  with  a  lot  of  grafting, 
mutations,  and  still  births  but  why  go  on. 

I  would  really  like  to  have  an  evening  with  you,  Caldwell, 
Maxwell,  Cole  and  anyone  else  who  really  knows  something  about  some  area 
so  that  I  try  out  my  synthesis.  If  any  one  can  thigk  of  good  terms  to 
apply  to  American  Paleolithic  and  American  Neolithic  I  wish  they  would 
let  me  know. 

Best  regards  to  all, 


/ 


JBG : JBG 


■  ,  :  ■  ■  .. .  v,  .  •  • 

. 

»’  I 


< ;  . 

.  • 

.  ; 


- 

. 

.  '  f  .  -  ' 


$ 

. 

. 

W'i'  ;  ,  r'i„:  «  - 

..  -  ■  vc  '  '■  ■  ■ 

’  : 


,  , 

. 

. 

. 


. 

. 


‘ 


_ 


o> 


